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The need for infrastructure development in the Himalayan region rubs up against the environmental 

and ecological challenges that they pose. The Uttarakhand government has for decades envisaged 

hydroelectric projects as the way forward to power the State, premised on the region’s undulating 

topography. However, the rising frequency of intense rains has been contributing to landslips, avalanches, 

and the loss of lives and property. All of this has a bearing on hydroelectric projects being situated in terrain 

prone to environmental shocks. In the aftermath of the devastating Kedarnath floods of 2013, the Supreme 

Court ordered a halt to hydroprojects in the Alaknanda and Bhagirathi river basins pending a review on 

whether they exacerbated the damage. The last few years have seen considerable friction on this issue, 

especially because the future of hydroprojects is closely linked to the National Mission for Clean Ganga 

(NMCG) programme. For the health of the river, it must be allowed to flow unimpeded, and hydropower 

projects are an obstacle. A committee of experts recommended to the Court that almost all hydropower 

projects, cleared by the Government for construction, be scrapped. Proponents of six of these projects 

approached the Court on the grounds that they had obtained prior clearances and scrapping projects would 

entail significant losses. Since then, the Centre has been trying to walk a fine line between salvaging some of 

them while acknowledging, at least on paper, the environmental costs. 

There have been divisions even within various Central ministries: the Water Resources Ministry, which 

manages the NMCG, is opposed to hydropower projects while the Ministry of Power roots for them. Through 

the years, whenever a group of experts has recommended a cessation of infrastructure development, there is 

always another group of experts, usually affiliated to government institutions, that differ and recommend the 

opposite. The avalanche in Chamoli this February, that destroyed two power projects and killed at least 200, 

was only the latest reminder of the fraught risks that committees and their tussles inadequately account for. 

The Centre has been saying that it is not too keen on new hydropower projects and is only permitting those 

that are at least 50% complete to go ahead given the sunk costs. While such statements have been made in 

Parliament, they do not appear in the latest affidavit to the Court; so there are concerns on whether this is 

indeed a lasting policy commitment. Uttarakhand, like all other States, is not immune from the demands for 

reliable power and infrastructure from its people. Along with better dialogue, power companies and the 

Centre must inspire greater trust in the residents of the region: infrastructure development will have to 

necessarily account for the region’s constraints. 

 

 conservation (noun) – preservation, protection, 

careful management (of the natural resources). 

 infrastructure (noun) – the basic physical or 

organisational structure for something (to 

function properly).   

 eco-conservation (noun) – environmental 

conservation; it is a practice that paves the way 

for protecting the environment and natural 

resources on the individual, organisational as 

well as governmental levels. 

 hand-in-hand (phrase) – together, in close 

association, concurrently, closely. 

 rub up against (phrasal verb) – come in conflict 

with, in disagreement with, opposed to. 

 ecological (adjective) – environment-friendly, 

eco-friendly, natural. 

 pose (verb) – constitute, present, create, cause 

(a problem or danger or risk). 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 envisage (verb) – expect, intend, propose, 

envision, contemplate. 

 hydroelectric (adjective) – relating to hydel 

power project that uses energy stored in water 

to produce electricity. 

 the way forward (phrase) – something (a 

plan/action) that leads to success in the future. 

 power (verb) – to supply electricity for. 

 premise on (verb) – base something on. 

 undulating (adjective) – having a continuous up 

and down form/shape (like a wave). 

 topography (noun) – environment, terrain, 

landscape. 

 landslide (noun) – a landslide is defined as the 

movement of a mass of rock, debris, or earth 

down a slope. Landslides are a type of “mass 

wasting,” which denotes any down-slope 

movement of soil and rock under the direct 

influence of gravity; landslip, rockfall, mudslide, 

earthfall/slip. 

 have a bearing on (phrase) – have a 

relevance/relation to something. 
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 avalanche (noun) – sudden arrival or happening 

of something (in very large quantities) at the 

same time; snowslide, snow slip, landslide, 

landslip, flood, deluge, torrent. 

 terrain  (noun) – land, ground; landscape, 

topography. 

 prone to (adjective) – susceptible, vulnerable, 

liable, subject; likely to have, at risk of. 

 environmental shock (noun) – it can be defined 

as unexpected exogenous (external/strange) 

changes to an environmental model (e.g. 

flooding, drought or low crop yield). 

 aftermath (noun) – consequences, after-effects, 

repercussions; end result, outcome. 

 in the aftermath of (phrase) – in the wake of, s a 

consequence of, as a result of. 

 devastating (adjective) – damaging; destructive, 

ruinous, disastrous. 

 basin (noun) – the portion of land (geographical 

area) drained by a river and its tributaries 

(branch rivers). The states which are drained by a 

river and its tributaries are basin states. (drain 

simply means “flow” of water/any other liquid). 

 exacerbate (verb) – intensify, increase, heighten, 

aggravate, worsen, compound. 

 considerable (adjective) – substantial, significant; 

much, a lot of. 

 friction (noun) – discord, strife, conflict, 

disagreement. 

 National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) 

(noun) – National Mission for Clean Ganga 

(NMCG) was registered as a society on 12th 

August 2011 under the Societies Registration Act 

1860. It acted as implementation arm of National 

Ganga River Basin Authority (NGRBA) which was 

constituted under the provisions of the 

Environment (Protection) Act (EPA), 1986. 

NGRBA has since been dissolved with effect from 

the 7th October 2016, consequent to 

constitution of National Council for Rejuvenation, 

Protection and Management of River Ganga 

(referred as National Ganga Council) vide (see) 

notification no.  S.O. 3187(E) dt. 7th October 

2016 under EPA 1986. The aims and objectives of 

NMCG is to accomplish the mandate of National 

Ganga River Basin Authority (NGRBA) of (1) to 

ensure effective abatement of pollution and 

rejuvenation of the river Ganga by adopting a 

river basin approach to promote inter-sectoral 

co-ordination for comprehensive planning and 

management and (2) to maintain minimum 

ecological flows in the river Ganga with the aim 

of ensuring water quality and environmentally 

sustainable development. 

 unimpeded (adjective) – unrestricted, 

unblocked, unlimited. 

 clear (verb) – permit, allow, approve, authorize. 

 scrap (verb) – abandon, drop, abolish, withdraw. 

 proponent (noun) – advocate, supporter, 

upholder/promoter. 

 ground (noun) – reason, cause, basis, factor. 

 entail (verb) –  cause bring about, produce, result 

in. 

 walk a fine line (phrase) – strike a balance; find a 

fair & reasonable line of action between two 

contrasting things. 

 salvage (verb) – recover, regain, restore, reclaim, 

get back, retrieve. 

 acknowledge (verb) – accept, recognize, realize. 

 on paper (phrase) – in theory, theoretically, 

supposedly. 

 cost (noun) – loss, damage, undesirable 

consequences, adverse effects, disadvantage. 

 division (noun) – disunity, disagreement, 

difference. 

 root for (verb) – support, back, uphold. 

 cessation (noun) – termination, discontinuation, 

suspension. 

 be affiliated to (verb) – associate with, connect 

with, belonging to. 

 fraught (adjective) – worried, anxious, troubled, 

distressed, panic-stricken (and with many 

problems). 

 tussle (noun) – fight, clash, quarrel, argument, 

contention. 

 inadequately (adverb) – unsatisfactorily. 

 account for (phrasal verb) – constitute, make up, 

comprise, form, represent. 

 keen on (adjective) – enthusiastic about, 

interested in, passionate about, fascinated by. 

 go ahead (verb) – proceed. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 sunk cost (noun) – something committed and 

that cannot be recovered. (it also known as 

retrospective cost; it mainly refers to money that 

has been spent or committed and cannot be 

recovered). 

 affidavit (noun) – sworn statement, self-

attestation, self-declaration. 
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 indeed (adverb) – in fact, actually, undeniably. 

 lasting (adjective) – long-lasting, long-term, 

permanent, indelible. 

 immune (from) (adjective) – protected (from); 

exempt (from); free from, not liable to, not 

subject to. 

 reliable (adjective) – acceptable, trustworthy, 

dependable. 

 along with (phrase) – together with. 

 dialogue (noun) – discussion, conversation, talk, 

exchange of views, discourse. 

 constraint (noun) – restriction, limitation, 

restraint. 

***************************************************************************************** 

 

The narrative of violence against women in India continues unhindered. On August 24, an MBA 

student was gangraped near Chamundi Hills in Mysuru, sending shock waves around the country. Four men 

and a juvenile have been arrested from Tiruppur in Tamil Nadu in connection with the rape. The men tried to 

rob the girl and her friend but on finding no valuables, they raped her and assaulted him. Earlier this month, a 

minor Dalit girl was raped, murdered and hurriedly cremated in Delhi while the parents were kept away. In 

July, two minor girls were raped in Goa. Despite stringent laws in place, especially after the 2012 Nirbhaya 

case in Delhi, a rape occurs every 16 minutes in India, according to the latest records available with the 

National Crime Records Bureau. To make matters worse, sexist, misogynist, survivor-blaming remarks and 

inept measures invariably follow a heinous crime against women. Girls are pulled up for wearing ripped 

jeans, and staying out late. Sections of society, in their warped thinking, often argue the survivor could have 

evaded the assailants by adhering to conservative norms: wearing traditional attire, skipping parties, 

returning home by sunset. Parents are blamed for not bringing up their girl children with ‘Indian values’. After 

the Mysuru rape, a similar pattern ensued. The Karnataka Home Minister, Araga Jnanendra, ‘joked’ about 

rape while accusing the Congress of ‘politicising’ it. He subsequently retracted his insensitive remarks after 

State Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai stepped in. 

Mysore University did a flip-flop too, first announcing that girls would not be allowed to step off the 

Manasagangotri campus after 6.30 p.m., and then withdrawing the missive. Activists cried foul because the 

action showed the intent to blame everything on the girl. To do right by women, courts too should play a 

role, but despite some soul-searching as in Aparna Bhat & Ors vs. State of Madhya Pradesh & Anr., where the 

Supreme Court admitted to the “entrenched paternalistic and misogynistic attitudes that are regrettably 

reflected at times in judicial orders and judgments,” other verdicts have fallen short. Recent rulings by the 

Chhattisgarh High Court and the Kerala High Court, reiterating that any sexual act by a man against his wife, 

even if it involved force, is not rape, may be correct in law, but served to highlight the lacuna in the penal 

code, which does not recognise marital rape. In June, the Supreme Court had to order police protection to a 

couple in a live-in relationship who were denied relief by the Punjab and Haryana High Court. Women have 

come a long way, fighting for their rights against patriarchal mindsets and other social ills. Instead of curbing 

their freedom, society and the state must ensure protection of women both in public and private places. 

 

 narrative (noun) – a representation of a 

particular situation; portrayal, account, report. 

 predicate on/upon (phrasal verb) – base, be 

dependent, found, premise. 

 unhindered (adjective) – unopposed, 

unconfined, unconstrained, unimpeded. 

 send shock waves (phrase) – upset a large 

number of people; shock, shake up. 

 juvenile (noun) – teenager, minor, young person. 

 in connection with (phrase) – regarding, 

concerning, with reference to, in relation to. 

 rob (verb) – steal, thieve. 

 valuables (noun) – costly things. 

 assault (verb) – physically attack, beat, thrash. 

 hurriedly (adverb) – quickly, hastily, speedily, in a 

hurry. 

 cremate (verb) – dispose (of a dead person’s 

body) by burning after funeral ceremony. 

 keep away from (phrasal verb) – make someone 

stay away from. 

 stringent (adjective) – strict, severe, extreme, 

rigorous. 

 to make matters worse (phrase) – to make a 

difficult situation even more difficult; aggravate, 

compound, exacerbate. 
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 National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) (noun) – 

an Indian government agency responsible for 

collecting and analysing crime data as defined by 

the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and Special and Local 

Laws (SLL). NCRB is headquartered in New Delhi 

and is part of the Ministry of Home Affairs 

(MHA), Government of India. 

 misogynist (adjective) – relating to misogyny; 

anti-feminist, male chauvinist, male supremacist. 

 survivor-blaming (adjective) – relating to an act 

of blaming the survivor of a sexual assault/abuse. 

 inept (adjective) – unsuccessful, ineffectual, 

incompetent, clumsy, bungling, substandard. 

 measure (noun) – action, step, procedure. 

 invariably (adverb) – always, every time, each 

time. 

 heinous (adjective) – horrible, disgraceful, 

shameful, contemptible, hateful, shocking. 

 pull up (phrasal verb) – criticize, reprimand, 

rebuke, scold, castigate, reprove, reproach, 

censure. 

 stay out (phrasal verb) – to go home late; to not 

come to home at night. 

 section (noun) – a specific group within a larger 

body of people. 

 warped (adjective) – abnormal, strange, weird. 

 evade (verb) – avoid, dodge, elude, escape from, 

stay away from. 

 assailant (noun) – attacker. 

 adhere to (verb) – abide by, follow, obey, comply 

with. 

 conservative (adjective) – traditional, 

conventional, orthodox. 

 norm (noun) – standard, convention, rules of 

conduct. 

 attire (noun) – clothing/clothes, garments, dress. 

 bring up (phrasal verb) – rear, raise (a child); care 

for, take care of, look after, nurture. 

 ensue (verb) – occur, happen, take place (as a 

result of something). 

 politicise (verb) – to make something into a 

political issue. 

 retract (verb) – take back, go back on, 

disclaim/disavow. 

 insensitive (adjective) – harsh, cruel, heartless, 

unfeeling, inconsiderate, thoughtless, 

unconcerned. 

 step in (phrasal verb) – intervene, become 

involved, get involved. 

 flip flop (noun) – a sudden reversal of something, 

particularly a policy/plan. 

 missive (noun) – message, report, 

announcement, bulletin, communiqué, news, 

notification, announcement. 

 activist (noun) – a person who supports a 

political or societal change/cause. 

 cry foul (phrase) – to protest against/complain 

about something done by someone is wrong (or) 

not fair. 

 play a part/role (phrase) – contribute to, be 

instrumental in, be a factor in. 

 soul-searching (noun) – self-analysis, 

introversion, self-observation, self-absorption. 

 admit (verb) – acknowledge, reveal, make 

known, make public. 

 entrenched (adjective) – ingrained, established, 

well established. 

 paternalistic (adjective) – relating to the 

behaviour of people in authority in a fatherly 

manner restricting rights or responsibilities of 

subordinate and make decisions on their own. 

 misogynistic (adjective) – firmly biased against 

women. 

 regrettably (adverb) – sadly, unhappily. 

 reflect (verb) – indicate, show, display, 

demonstrate, reveal, exhibit. 

 at times (phrase) – sometimes, occasionally, now 

and then. 

 fall short of (phrase) – fail to meet/reach; be 

deficient/inadequate/insufficient. 

 ruling (noun) – judgement, adjudication, verdict. 

 reiterate (verb) – repeat, say again, restate. 

 highlight (verb) – underline, underscore, 

emphasize. 

 lacuna (noun) – a gap/empty space; missing part 

of something; deficiency, absence. 

 penal (adjective) – (of an activity) punishable by 

law; disciplinary, punitive, corrective. 

 penal code (noun) – legal system for punishing 

crimes. 

 marital (adjective) – matrimonial; relating to 

marriage/wedding. 

 come a long way (phrase) – to become very 

successful; to make considerable progress. 

 patriarchal (adjective) – relating to cultures or 

societies that are controlled/headed by men. 

 ills (noun) – problems, troubles, difficulties. 

 curb (verb) – control, contain, restrict, limit. 
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